
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

APRIL 9,2019 

The Linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indi~ated below were: Russ Williams, 
Linn County General Services and Property Management Director; Rachel Adamec, 
Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn County General Services; Robert 
Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director; Bill Palmer, Linn County 
Accounting Officer; Darrin Lane, Linn County Roadmaster; Chuck Knoll, Engineer, Linn 
County Road Department; Todd Noble, Linn County Health Services Administrator; 
Diana Denham, Fiscal Services/Health Administrative Manager, Linn County Health 
Administrative Services; John Pascone, President, Albany-Millersburg Economic 
Development Corp. (AMEDC); Misty McDowell and other audience members; Rich 
Kellum; Alan Kwan and Alex Paul, Reporter for the Democrat-Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Nyquist called the meeting to order. The flag salute and 
roll call followed. Commissioners Roger Nyquist, Chairman and John K. Lindsey, Vice
Chairman were present, as well as, Ralph Wyatt, Linn County Administrative Officer and 
Marsha Meyer, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners. Commissioner Tucker was 
attending a meeting in Salem. 

4. Approval of Agenda. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to approve the agenda. The vote was called. 
The agenda was approved. 
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5. Approval of the April 2, 2019 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. 

Action - Commissioner lindsey moved to approve the April 2, 2019 Commissioners' 
Meeting Minutes. The vote was called. The meeting minutes were approved. 

6. Reports of Staff and Committees - There were no reports of staff and committees. 

7. General Services - Russ Williams, Linn County General Services and Property 
Management Director. 

A. Bid Opening - 2019 Washington Street Building Re-Roof Project. 

Mr. Williams provided the Board with an explanation regarding this project and then 
proceeded to open the bids as follows: 

1. Stutzman & Kropf - $246,380 
2. Eagle Roofing Company - $222AOO 
3. Snyder Roofing - $290,349 

Mr. Williams stated that the budget for this project was $156A50 so the lowest bid was 
about $70,000 more than what was budgeted. He stated that he would have to go back 
and figure out what the next step would be. 

B. Sealed Bid Openings - Account No. 104816; Account No. 170932 and Account No. 
181640. 

Mr. Williams stated that Property Management was tasked with trying to get rid of 
strips of property. He stated that he had a few sealed bids that had to do with houses 
that were auctioned but did not sell. 

1. Account No. 104816 - The real market value was $1,260. A bid was received from 
Byron Hendricks for $540 and deposit was included. 

Action - Commissioner lindsey moved to accept the bid from Mr. Hendricks of $540. 
The vote was called. The motion passed. 

Commissioner Nyquist asked if research had been done to be sure there weren't any 
easements or access that would be lost by the property owners due to the sale of this 
property. Ms. Rachael Adamec, Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn County 
General Services stated there would be a little bit in the parking lot. He and 
Commissioner Lindsey looked at the map of the property and determined they were 
okay with the sale. 
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2. Account No. 170932 - The real market value was $70,080 with a minimum bid of 
$49,056. A bid was received from Leon Privratsky for $35,000. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that $35,000 was a level for him that indicates they are 
going to do something with the property which would improve the neighborhood and 
put the property on tax the roll. It creates one more residence where someone in our 
County can live in. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to accept the bid from Leon Privratsky for 
$35,000. 

Commissioner Lindsey stated that minimum bids are not written in stone; the Board can 
change them. 

The vote was called. The motion passed. 

3. Account No. 181640 - The real market value was $142,500 with a minimum bid of 
$72,675. A bid was received from Casey Meadows for $62,500 and included deposit and 
cashier's check. 

Commissioner Nyquist asked if the property included the home and Mr. Williams stated 
that it did. Mr. Williams stated that he agreed with the feedback that there is quite a bit 
of expense that needed to be put back into this piece of property. Commissioner 
Nyquist stated the Board should sell it. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to accept the bid from Casey Meadows for 
$62,500. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

8. Planning Department - Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building 
Department. 

A. Request for Refund from Linn County Planning and Building Department to Lonnie 
Ashley, $1,500. 

Action Taken Below. 

B. Request for Refund from Linn County Planning and Building Department to Palmer 
Horst, $1,228.40. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to approve the Request for Refunds to Lonnie 
Ashley in the amount of $1,500 and Palmer Horst in the amount of $1,228.40. The 
vote was called. The motion passed. 
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Next, Commissioner 'Lindsey reviewed with Mr. Wheeldon a Notice of Rulemaking that 
the Board received from Lane County regarding a Measure 56 notice. A copy of the 
notice is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff File. 
Discussion followed and Mr. Wheeldon stated that his department had sent out 
Measure 56 notices to everyone in Linn County and was working on getting reimbursed 
from the State for the cost of sending out the notice. Discussion continued. 

9. Road Department - Darrin Lane, Linn County Roadmaster. 

A. Resolution 2019-100 delegating authority to Darrin L. Lane, Roadmaster, to purchase 
a hydraulic excavator. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to approve Resolution 2019-100. The vote was 
called. The motion passed. 

B. Resolution & Order 2019-102 approving a financing contract for the Seven Mile Lane 
Improvements (Selmet International, Inc.) between the State of Oregon, Business 
Development Department (OBDD) and Linn County and delegating authority to Roger 
Nyquist, Chairman . 

. Mr. Lane stated that Selmet's recent expansion was required to make some 
improvements of Seven Mile Lane. The Linn County Road Department worked with 
Selmet and the State of Oregon to secure some grants and this was a special public 
works grant for $75,000. At this point, Selmet has paid for the design work and were 
taking care of environmental permitting, as well as, right-of-way acquisition. In the 
end, there will be improvements to Seven Mile Lane that will end up at a very low cost 
to the County. 

Commissioner Nyquist asked Mr. Wheeldon that, when they approved a building permit 
for Selmet, was it a conditional use permit and the improvements to the road a 
requirement of Selmet. Mr. Wheeldon stated that the Selmet expansion was a goal 
exception to add additional land in future developments. It wasn't a conditional use 
permit per se' it was a Plan Amendment. Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that, absent the County and State's involvement, Selmet 
would be on the hook for this entire project. Mr. Lane agreed. ,Commissioner Nyquist 
stated that the benefit to Selmet of this Resolution & Order was in the area of $1 million 
dollars; Mr. Lane stated it would be more than that. Commissioner Nyquist stated that 
there had been no better success story in this County over the last five years than 
Selmet. We are all proud of our relationship with them and we take pride in their 
success; as businesses succeed in Linn County, it lifts up the entire community. 
Commissioner Nyquist stated that he would vote to approve this Resolution & Order 

4 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, APRIL 9,2019 

and that he hoped the relationship between Selmet and the County would continue. 
Discussion continued. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved to approve Resolution & Order 2019-102. The 
vote was called. The motion passed. 

10. Linn County Quarterly Financial Report as of March 31, 2019 - Bill Palmer, Linn 
County Accounting Officer. Michelle Hawkins, Linn County Treasurer, was not present 
for this matter. 

Mr. Palmer reviewed the Linn County Quarterly Financial Report with the Board. A copy 
is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff File. 

Mr. Palmer stated that the General Fund, compared to last year at this time, the fund 
balance was down $2.7 million. Last year, the County received 0 & C funds of about 
$500,000 and, in addition, this year there have been expended funds for the jail roof 
and a transfer to Alcohol & Drug which counts for most of the change. Mr. Palmer 
stated that the General Road Fund was up $2.8 million. The Health Fund balance was 
down $400,000. He stated that he was surprised that, at this point in the year, it should 
be about 75 percent complete with all funds; however, a lot of the funds are less than 
that. He wondered, with him being new, was this typical? 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that a budget was passed based on being staffed at 100 
percent for all positions at all times. Commissioner Nyquist further explained the 
process and asked Ralph Wyatt, Linn County Administrative Officer, if he had any 
additional comments. Mr. Wyatt stated that there are ongoing concerns with the Health 
Department, specifically, with Alcohol & Drug but overall the Health Fund was just fine. 
Discussion continued followed. 

Commissioner Nyquist thanked Mr. Palmer for his good work. 

11. Albany-Millersburg Economic Development Corp. (AMEDC) Grant Request. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that this was for the reload facility project that was 
formerly the IP paper mill site. He stated that AMEDC requested and, in his opinion, 
needed another $150,000 to get them through the end of June, 2019 with this project. 
The need for these funds was necessitated by the ongoing dialogue with ODOT and the 
Oregon Transportation Commission. They need more information as they have not yet 
made a decision on awarding the site or funding the project. Commissioner Nyquist 
stated that they are asking fair questions and are showing substantial financial prudence 
which he supports. He stated that he was hopeful that, ultimately, Linn County would 
be awarded the project and, over time, the local manufacturers and Ag businesses will 
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give have the ability to transport their goods to market in the next 50 years and give 
them another option that will help control their cost on the exporting of their products. 

Action - Commissioner lindsey moved to approve the funding of $150,000 to AMEDC. 
The vote was called. The motion passed. 

12. Correspondence: There was no correspondence to come before the Board. 

13. Special Orders: 

A. Personnel Action Forms were read into the record for: Nora LePage (Alcohol & Drug); 
Jodi Gollehon (County Attorney); Christopher Broadbent and Geoffrey Thoma (Mental 
Health); Renee Green, Breeanna Oxford, Megan Simon and Alyssa Schrems (Planning 
and Building); Rui Lund (Public Health) and Kenneth Anderson and Brian Beckler (Road 
Depa rtment). 

Action - Commissioner lindsey moved to accept the Personnel Action Forms as read 
into the record. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

14. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 

A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars. Commissioner 
Lindsey stated that Commissioner Tucker would be attending the CFTLC meeting on 
Friday, April 12, 2019 and that he would be participating by telephone. 

15. New Business: There was no new business to come before the Board. 

16. Announcements: 

A. There will be an Elected Official's meeting held today, Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at Noon 
at the Linn County Fair/Expo Center in Conference Room 2. 

B. The Linn County Budget Hearings will begin Monday through Thursday, April 22-25, 
2019. 

17. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): 

Commissioner Nyquist recognized Misty McDowell, 2115 Mill Street, Lebanon, OR 
97355. 

Ms. McDowell stated that she wanted to bring attention to the Board (her Dad had 
actually spoken to Commissioner Lindsey) regarding a tax lot that was signed over to the 

6 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, APRIL 9,2019 

City of Lebanon. Commissioner Lindsey stated that it was part of a transfer and what 
was designated was a piece of land that's at the end of the road and was going to be 
developed; the road would be terminated at the property lines. He stated that the City 
was going forward with the plan that was approved. Her father's concerns were 
regarding the end of the road since both she and her father own both sides of the road. 
Commissioner Lindsey stated that she could have the City vacate part of that tax lot and 
just own it. He stated that he could meet with her, along with Darrin Lane, Linn County 
Roadmaster, to discuss the matter further if she wanted to stay until after the meeting. 
She indicated that she would. Commissioner Lindsey clarified that this had to do with 
Mill Street off of Russell Drive in Lebanon where they are doing a lot of rebuilding. 

18. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board 
of Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m. by unanimous consent. 

The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 
Tuesday, April 16 and 17,2019. 

 Reco rd e r 
For Board of Comm s ioners 
Marsha Meyer 

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
R ..4. . t crff'~ og r l'IyqUiS " f-' airman 

K. Lindsey, Commissioner 
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