
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

December 10, 2019 

The Linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2019. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indicated below were: Robert 
Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director; Russ Williams, General 
Services/Property Management Director; Rachel Adamec, Office Specialist/Property 
Management, Linn County General Services; Alan Kwan; Rich Kellum and Alex Paul, 
Reporter for the Democrat-Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Nyquist called the meeting to order. The flag salute and 
roll call followed. Commissioners Roger Nyquist, Chairman; John K. Lindsey, Vice
Chairman and Will Tucker were present, as well as, Ralph Wyatt, Linn County 
Administrative Officer and Heather Gravelle, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners . 

• 4. Approval of Agenda. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the agenda. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. Approval of the November 26, 2019 and December 3, 2019 Commissioners' Meeting 
Minutes. 

Action - Ctbmmissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the November 26, 2019 and December 3, 2019 Commissioners' Meeting 
Minutes. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 
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6. Reports of Staff and Committees: 

A. Planning Update - Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director. 

Mr. Wheeldon provided the Board with a Planning Update for the month of November, 
2019. A copy of his update is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the 
Commissioners' Staff File. Mr. Wheeldon shared that permit activity was nearly 
identical to last year at the same time and that total revenue from permits was up 15 
percent. He explained that the increase was despite a reduction of 20 percent in 
construction of rural site-built dwellings and was primarily due to several commercial 
and industrial projects in the County. 

Next, he stated that the total number of Contract City permits was down by 20 percent 
compared to this time last year; however, total revenue from those permits was down 
by 40 percent. He explained that it reflected a reduction in both residential and 
commercial development and the valuation of some of the residential construction that 
was occurring within the cities; as a result, total Department revenue from all sources 
was down four percent. 

Commissioner Nyquist expressed concern regarding the level of service folks were 
receiving and Mr. Wheeldon responded that he was also concerned; the plan reviews 
have not been turned around as fast they had been. He explained that they have a new 
Plans Examiner who was getting up to speed and their Commercial Electrical Inspector 
recently went back to Tillamook where he was previously working. Discussion followed 
regarding the salary compensation of the commercial electrical and plumbing inspectors 
and the need to raise them to make them comparable to other jurisdictions and the 
private sector; Linn County needed to offer a competitive wage. Extensive discussion 
followed. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to request that Mr. Wyatt work with Mr. Wheeldon to go through the process to 
provide a ten percent increase to the Plumbing Inspector II and the Electrical Inspector 
II salaries. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

Lastly, Mr. Wheeldon explained that the Planning Commission had a land use hearing 
scheduled today, December 10, 2019 to consider two conditional use permit 
applications and that the Board had no land use hearings scheduled for the month of 
December, 2019. 
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B. Resolution & Order 2019-341 approving a Personal Services Contract between 
Northwest Code Professionals and Linn County. 

Mr. Wheeldon provided the Board with an overview of Resolution & Order 2019-341. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2019-341. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

The Board thanked Mr. Wheeldon for his work and his report. 

7. General Services - Rachel Adamec, Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn 
County General Services. 

Ms. Adamec provided the Board with background information regarding the following 

Resolution and Orders: 

A. Resolution & Order 2019-374 approving easements to Joseph T. Breeden and Wanda 
Darlene Breeden, Jerika Allison Spencer and David F. Yarber to certain real property 
located in Linn County, Oregon. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2019-374. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

B. Resolution & Order 2019-375 approving the sale of tax foreclosed property by private 
sale. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2019-375. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Tucker thanked Ms. Adamec for all her hard work. 

8. Correspondence: There was no correspondence to come before the Board. 

9. Special Orders: 
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A. Personnel Action Forms were read into the record for: Katherine Melton 
(Development Disabilities); Sarah Zahn (Health Services Admin); Bruce Jones, Kristina 
Kindell, Randall Richmond and Jay Wung (Mental Health); Dena Barawis and Gary 
Pulliam (Parks and Recreation); Jennifer Cepello, Renee Green and Megan Simon 
(Planning and Building); Audra Baca (Public Health); Amanda Higgens, Joel Jamison and 
Joshua Marvin (Road Department). 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to accept the Personnel Action Forms as read into the record. The vote was called. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Resolution & Order 2019-383 approving an Amendment No.2 to a Personal Services 
Contract between Aldrich Benefits, LP aka AKT Benefit Advisors, LP and Linn County. 

Mr. Wyatt provided the Board with an overview of Resolution & Order 2019-383. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2019-383. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

C. Resolution 2019-386 reappointing members to the Linn County Historical Museum 
Advisory Commission. 

Commissioner Lindsey provided a brief overview and noted that Commissioner Tucker 
was an active participant of the Linn County Historical Museum Advisory Commission 
and that he worked very hard. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution 2019-386. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

10. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 

A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars. 

11. New Business: There was no new business to come before the Board. 

12. Announcements: There were no announcements. 
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13. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): There was no one present 
from the public wishing to use this forum. 

14. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board 
of Commissioners meeting was adjourned at a.m. by unanimous consent. 

The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, December 17, 2019. 

, Recorder 

For Board of Commissioners 
Heather Gravelle 

Date I ~ - I 7 - ;2.JJ I '1 
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