
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

JULY 9,2019 

The Linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indicated below were: Robert 
Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director; Brian Carroll, Linn County Parks 
and Recreation Director; Russ Williams, Linn County General Services and Property 
Management Director; Rachel Adamec, Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn 
County General Services; Bill Palmer, Linn County Accounting Officer; Rich Kellum; Alan 
Kwan and Alex Paul, Reporter for the Democrat-Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Nyquist called the meeting to order. The flag salute and 
roll call followed. Commissioners Roger Nyquist, Chairman; John K. Lindsey, Vice
Chairman and Will Tucker were present, as well as, Ralph Wyatt, Linn County 
Administrative Officer and Heather Gravelle, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners. 

4. Approval of Agenda. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that he was revising the agenda to add Agenda Item 11-B: 
Update on the Millersburg Intermodal Project. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the agenda as revised. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

5. Reports of Staff and Committees: 

A. Planning Update - Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director. 
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Mr. Wheeldon provided the Board with a Planning Update for the month of June, 2019. 
A copy of his report is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' 
Staff File. 

Mr. Wheeldon stated that the final department revenue for FY 2018-2019 finished two 
percent below budgeted revenue; they compensated the slight revenue deficit by 
$21,473 in unexpended material and supplies and $89,634 in unexpended contracted 
services. He then explained that, overall, building permit activity was down but was up 
in the contract cities, specifically, Millersburg. 

Next, Mr. Wheeldon shared that the Board had no land use hearings scheduled for the 
month of July, 2019 but that the Planning Commission would conduct its regularly 
scheduled meeting tonight, Tuesday, July 9, 2019 and would hold a hearing regarding a 
proposed private park (Miltenburger) on land adjacent to Sunnyside Park. 

Lastly, Mr. Wheeldon stated that his department would begin working on Development 
Code updates to be presented to the Board over the next several months. The Board 
thanked Mr. Wheeldon for his work and for his update. 

7. Parks Department - Brian Carroll, Linn County Parks and Recreation Director. 

A. Resolution 2019-197 appointing a member to the Linn County Parks and Recreation 
Commission. 

Mr. Carroll provided the Board with an overview of Resolution 2019-197. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution 2019-197. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
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B. Resolution & Order 2019-228 delegating authority to Brian J. Carroll, Park Director, to 
purchase a hydraulic excavator. 

Mr. Carroll provided the Board with background information regarding Resolution & 
Order 2019-228. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2019-228. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

7. General Services - Russ Williams, Linn County General Services. 
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A. Sealed Bid Opening - Account No. 299426. 

Mr. Williams provided the Board with an overview of the matter and stated that this 
was a 2.16-acre property off of Crawfordsville Road in Sweet Home. He stated that they 
had sent out letters to the adjoining property owners asking if they would like to bid on 
the property and they had received two bids. Mr. Williams shared that the real market 
value was $1,000 and there was no minimum bid required. 

Mr. Williams explained that in 1997 someone had made an offer on the property for 
$1,080 but the Board had determined they would not sell it and, instead, held on to the 
parcel for a potential Park Reserve which never occurred. He further explained that, in 
May, 2019, they had received an unsolicited bid and, at that point, they contacted Brian 
Carroll, Linn County Parks and Recreation Director, to do a site visit to the property. 
They then sent the letters to the adjacent property owners asking if they would be 
interested in purchasing the parcel. 

Mr. Williams then opened the two bids as follows: 

1. Rob and Virginia Henthorne - no bid was submitted, just a note that thanked them 
for the information and that they were not interested. 

2. Lynn Merrill - $2,500. 

After discussion, Commissioner Nyquist commented that his recommendation would be 
to set the matter aside until the land use issue on the adjacent property was resolved. 
Commissioner Tucker commented that that could take six months to one year and this 
was an improvement from the offer that was rejected in 1997 for $1,080. He added 
that he felt it was two separate transactions and that he saw no reason why they 
couldn't move forward with the sale. Commissioner Lindsey stated that he agreed with 
Commissioner Nyquist and that it would be best to wait until the land use action was 
completed. 

After further discussion, it was the consensus of the Board to revisit the matter after the 
land use matter was resolved. 

B. Resolution & Order 2019-210 approving the sale of tax foreclosed property by private 
sale. 

Mr. Williams provided the Board with an overview of the following Resolution & Orders 
2019-210 and 213: 

Action Taken Below. 
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C. Resolution & Order 2019-213 approving the sale of tax foreclosed property 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Orders 2019-210 and 213. The vote was called. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

8. Linn County Quarterly Report as of June 30, 2019 - Bill Palmer, Linn County 
Accounting Officer. 

Mr. Palmer reviewed the financial report with the Board. A copy of the report is on file 
in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff file. Mr. Palmer provided 
the Board with details regarding the report and discussion followed. Commissioner 
Nyquist commended Mr. Noble and Ms. Denham for their work cleaning up the financial 
position of the Health Department; health expenses had decreased $3.5 million dollars 
compared to last year and he thanked them on behalf of the citizens of Linn County. 
The Board thanked Mr. Palmer for his work and for the report. 

9. Correspondence: There was no correspondence to come before the Board. 

10. Special Orders: 

A. Personnel Action Forms. 

Commissioner Tucker recommended that Commissioner Nyquist accept the list of 
Personnel Action Forms as an exhibit without reading them into the record and 
Commissioner Nyquist agreed. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to accept the Personnel Action Forms into the record as Exhibit 1. The vote was 
called. The motion passed unanimously. 

11. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 

A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars and shared that all 
three would be present at the Linn County Fair that was being held July 17, 2019 
through July 20, 2019. Commissioner Nyquist also noted that he would be out of the 
office from Monday, August 5,2019 through Thursday, August 15, 2019. 

B. Millersburg Intermodal Project Update: Commissioner Nyquist shared that the 
deadline to submit all documents for the potential Millersburg Intermodal Facility was 
this Friday, July 12, 2019. He explained that the Oregon Transportation Commission 
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(OTC) would be making their final decision on Thursday, July 18, 2019. He further 
explained that the third party reviewer had referenced a subsidy on several occasions 
throughout the process - funds available for a shipping subsidy should temporary 
market conditions require it. (This item was added at the beginning of the Board 
meeting). 

Commissioner Nyquist reminded the Board that they had previously committed to 
providing $250,000 for ten years for this project for general operating revenue support 
and AMEDC had committed to providing revenue from some of their property leases as 
a backstop. He stated that his recommendation would be to move the target of the 
funds from operating revenue to shipping transportation subsidy in the first five years 
and change Linn County's commitment to $500,000 and AMEDC would change theirs to 
$1 million dollars. Commissioner Tucker stated he would support the change because 
the project was very important to Linn County. Discussion followed. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to authorize up to $500,000 dollars annually for five years to provide transportation 
subsidy to the Mid-Valley Intermodal Center should it be required by market 
conditions related to the costs of shipping goods. The vote was called. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Nyquist indicated that he would draft a letter to OTC communicating 
their decision and would route it for Board's review and signature. This letter would be 
included with the final documents to the OTC for consideration. Commissioner Nyquist 
added that they would enter the letter into the record at the Tuesday, July 16, 2019 
Board meeting. 

12. New Business: There was no new business to come before the Board. 

13. Announcements: There were no announcements. 

14. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): There was no one present 
from the public wishing to use this forum. 

15. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board of 
Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 
Tuesday, July 16, 2019. 

Recorder 
For Board of Commissione~
Heather Gravelle 

ABSENT 
William C. Tucker, Commissioner 

Date 7 - I fo ... 20 ( q 
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PERSQ,NNEL ACTIONS FORMS SIGN~D 
IoJV 

EMPLOYEE 7/9./19 
, ' 

NAME ' DEPT CLASSIFICATION ACtiON 

Lugliani, Lauren General Services Temporary Help Special Salary Adj 

Mills, Vernon General Services Bldg Maintenance II Merit I ncrease ~ 

Reed, James General Services Groundskeeper New Hire / 
I 

Roe, Natalie General Services Temporary Help Special Salary Adj 

Ring, Beverley Juvenile Detention Temporary Help New Hire (' 

Dauria, Francisco Mental Health Mental Health Spec I Merit Increase ( 

Nye, Erin Mental Health Mental Health Spec I Merit I ncrease I' 

Speaks, Sheree Mental Health Mental Health Assoc Pass Probation { 

Avila, Laura Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adjl 

Barber, Conor Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj.Jr 

Cozby, Katherine Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj ,~ 

Dixon, Thomas Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Funk, Cheryl Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj , 

Leahy, Austin Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Morris, Floretta Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj ( 

Sperle, Floyd Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Stone, Pamela Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj v 
Stroup, Saharra Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj >-

Stroup, Savanna Parks & Recreation Temporary Help Special Salary Adj i
V 

Geeting, Susan Parks Historical Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Nelson, Marilyn Parks Historical Temporary Help Special Salary Adjl 

Robertson, Chenoweth Parks Historical Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Ware, Donald Parks Historical Temporary Help Special Salary Adj I 

Linenberger, Luke Road Department Temporary Help Involuntary Term 
v 




