
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

JULY 28, 2020 

The linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, July 28, 2020. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indicated below were: Todd Noble, 
Linn County Health Services Administrator; Dr. William Muth, Linn County Health 
Officer; Shane Sanderson, Linn County Environmental Health Program Manager; Torri 
Lynn, Linn County Juvenile Department Director; John Pascone, President, Albany-
Millersburg Economic Development Group (AMEDC); Darrin Lane, Linn County 
Roadmaster; Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director; Rebecca 
Grizzle, Executive Director, Lebanon Chamber of Commerce; Janet Steele, Executive 
Director, Albany Chamber of Commerce; Alan Kwan and Alex Paul, Reporter for 
Democrat-Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Nyquist called the meeting to order. The flag salute and 
roll call followed. Commissioners Roger Nyquist, Chairman; John K. Lindsey, Vice-
Chairman and Will Tucker were present, as well as, Ralph Wyatt, Linn County 
Administrative Officer and Heather Gravelle, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners. 

4. Approval of Agenda. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the agenda. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

5. Approval of the July 21,2020 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. 
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Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the July 21, 2020 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. The vote was called. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

6. Board of Health - Todd Noble, Linn County Health Services Administrator. 

A. Communicable Disease and Vital Statistics Reports - Dr. William Muth, Linn County 
Health Officer. 

Dr. Muth provided the Board with an overview of the Communicable Disease and Vital 
Statistics Reports for June, 2020. Copies of the reports are on file in the Linn County 
Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff file. 

Commissioner Tucker asked Dr. Muth how COVID-19 testing was going and if he had any 
recommendations. Dr. Muth replied that we were doing the best we could with the 
resources that we have. The testing that was being done from a county perspective was 
primarily for the long-term care facilities which they were doing on a rotation basis. He 
added that turn-around had been poor at times which makes the contract tracing that 
was required difficult to complete in a timely manner. Dr. Muth commented that he 
assumed that the public was adhering to the mask requirement as that was a crucial 
aspect. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that he believed folks were adhering to the mask 
requirements. He added that the places he heard that were having issues of folks not 
wearing masks were strip clubs in Eugene, as well as, businesses on the coast; between 
the mix of locals and tourists, it's not conducive to people following the rules. 
Commissioner Nyquist commented that in his travels, half the people think the 
Governor has exceeded her authority and the requirements. Despite that, people were 
law and order folks in Linn County and, if it's a rule, they would follow it. 

Commissioner Tucker noted that whatever they were doing was working because we 
were 44th out of 50 states which was way down on the list. Dr. Muth agreed but stated 
that we were very close to regions where the numbers of cases were high; despite the 
relative success we were seeing, we could easily be infected by our neighbors. 
Discussion followed regarding youth over the age of five mandated to wear masks and if 
it was necessary or even feasible. Dr. Muth commented that the virus could be 
transmitted by five year olds just as it was by 65 year olds; they may not get sick, but 
they could still easily transmit it to others. The Board thanked Dr. Muth for his reports 
and his service. 
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B. Environmental Health Monthly Activity Report - Shane Sanderson, Linn County 
Environmental Health Program Manager. 

Mr. Sanderson provided the Board with an overview of the Environmental Health 
Monthly Activity Report for June, 2020. A copy of his report is on file in the Linn County 
Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff file. Mr. Sanderson noted that they were 
down in site inspections and applications for site evaluations for the month June, 2020. 
He added that his team had reported that mask compliance at licensed facilities was 
good in Linn County and that they had only received about eight complaints in June and 
six so far in July. 

Commissioner Nyquist asked how many restaurant licensees had to close their doors 
and were not open today. Mr. Sanderson replied that he won't be able to give an 
accurate answer until November or December when they begin receiving applications. 
He added that most folks have found a way to continue serving the public in one fashion 
or another and that he was surprised to see many dining rooms were open. Brief 
discussion followed. The Board thanked him for his work and the report. 

Next, Mr. Sanderson provided the Board with an overview of the following item: 

1. Resolution 2020-217 reappointing a member to the Linn County Solid Waste Advisory 
Committee. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution 2020-217. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Tucker questioned if there was an update on a solid waste site in 
Lebanon and Mr. Sanderson replied that they were trying to coordinate schedules and 
there should be a meeting regarding the matter soon. 

Mr. Noble provided the Board with details regarding the following items: 

C. Resolution & Order 2020-199 approving an Amendment No. 2 to an 
Intergovernmental Agreement for the Sweet Home Health Center Lease between 
Benton County and Linn County. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2020-199. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

3 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, JULY 28,2020 

D. Order 2020-219 authorizing certain mental health professionals to direct peace 
officer hold and rescinding Order 2018-166. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Order 2020-219. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

E. Resolution & Order 2020-226 approving an Intergovernmental Agreement between 
the Community Services Consortium and Linn County. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2020-226. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

7. Reports of Staff and Committees: 

A. Juvenile Department - Torri Lynn, Linn County Juvenile Department Director. 

Mr. Lynn provided the Board with a Juvenile Update for the month of June, 2020. A 
copy of his report is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff 
File. He provided the statistics for Linn and Benton detentions centers; probation 
referrals; Measure 11 Youth and work crew hours completed . 

Mr. Lynn explained that they were being somewhat selective on youth coming into 
detention and were being extremely careful making sure to quarantine them for 72-
hours. Mr. Lynn shared that there was minimal work crew right now and they were still 
having the youth report directly to the work site versus transporting them. 

Next, Mr. Lynn stated that the school program was up and running at detention and 
they had spent a lot of time and work to get it going. Commissioner Nyquist asked Mr. 
Lynn's thoughts on not opening schools. Mr. Lynn replied that most kids at the 
detention school required a face-to-face environment and they weren't good at virtual 
learning; they needed the relationship aspect, interaction and hands-on type of work. 
Brief discussion followed. Mr. Lynn then thanked Mr. Wyatt for his guidance and advice 
throughout the years; it has been extremely helpful and he has appreciated his honesty 
and candor. 

8. Albany-Millersburg Economic Development Group - John Pascone, President. 

Mr. Pascone provided the Board details regarding the following items: 
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A. Resolution 2020-227 approving a Resolution to extend a Property Tax Abatement 
Agreement between the City of Millersburg a Cosponsor of the Linn County Enterprise 
Zone and ATI Millersburg. 

Action Taken Below. 

B. Resolution 2020-228 approving a Resolution Granting an Enterprise Zone Exemption 
to ATI Millersburg by waiving statutory requirements to increase employment by ten 
percent between the City of Millersburg a Cosponsor of the Linn County Enterprise Zone 
and ATI Millersburg. 
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Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolutions 2020-227 and 228. The vote was called. The motion passed . 
unanimously. 

9. Road Department - Darrin Lane, Linn County Roadmaster. 

A. Roadmaster's Bid Award Recommendation for 2020 Overlays Project. 

Mr. Lane provided the Board with background information and stated that he 
recommended they award the contract to the low bidder Wildish Construction. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the Roadmaster's Bid Award Recommendation and award the contract to 
Wild ish Construction. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Lane commented, in regard to Ralph Wyatt's retirement, that he would never forget 
the advice that Mr. Wyatt had given him when he first started at the county: "never 
upset more than one commissioner at a time." He then presented him with a plaque of 
appreciation. (The audience applauded). 

10. Discussion of Oregon Promise: Commissioner Nyquist explained this item was on 
the agenda due to a constituent concern that funding might be reduced for the Oregon 
Promise which was a program that the legislature approved to provide high school 
seniors that meet certain grade requirements a scholarship to community colleges. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that, when he was a senior in High School, he had applied 
and received approval for a scholarship through the Oregon Promise. He further 
explained that he had received a confirmation letter that explained how much money 
he had in an account at the community college to cover his tuition . 
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He then received a letter stating that the scholarship would be revoked; the State of 
Oregon should keep their promise, on a program called the Oregon Promise. 
Commissioner Nyquist stated that not keeping that promise was not just unfair or 
unpleasant, it's unconscionable. He added that the legislature would be in special 
session in early August, 2020 and, with Board support, he would happily pen a letter 
objecting to the reduction of funding to the Oregon Promise Program, as well as, try to 
determine other ways to fund it. Discussion followed and Commissioners' Tucker and 
Lindsey expressed their support to write a letter of opposition. 

11. Correspondence: Commissioner Tucker shared that Mr. Wyatt had received a letter 
from the Oregon Department of Veteran's Affairs (ODVA) congratulating him on his 
retirement and thanking him for his years of service and work on getting the Veteran's 
Home built in Lebanon. Commissioner Tucker read the letter aloud for the record. A 
copy of the letter is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff 
File. 

12. Special Orders: 

A. Personnel Action Forms were read into the record for: Shannon Bremner 
(Developmental Disabilities); Sausideth Tran and Denver Wolfe (General Services); Sierra 
Morgan (Mental Health); Joel Hanson, Floretta Morris, Jake Sorrell, Jerry Williams and 
Joyce Wren (Parks and Recreation); Kathryn Hart, Christine Rhea and David White 
(Public Health); Nicholas Lambert, Wayne Mink and Dean Morales (Road Department) 
and Deanna Baley Hyder (Veterans Services). 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to accept the Personnel Action Forms as read into the record. The vote was called. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Resolution & Order 2020-209 approving a Lease Agreement with Forrest Reid for 
Courthouse Staff Parking Spaces. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2020-209. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that he was adding an item to the agenda: 13 B regarding 
Chamber outreach to small businesses. 

13. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 
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A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars. 

B. Outreach to Small Businesses with the Chambers of Commerce: Commissioner 
Nyquist explained that, at the last Board meeting, they had discussed contracting with 
the Albany and Lebanon Chambers of Commerce to do outreach to small business 
owners in Linn County to make sure that folks were aware of federal programs that 
were available to assist them due to the economic impacts of COVID-19. Commissioner 
Nyquist stated that he recommended that they contract with the chambers for $15,000 
per month and in exchange they would reach out to folks with the hope that they could 
assist them through these difficult times. He added that the funds would come from 
COVID-19 federal reimbursements that were available. Extensive discussion followed 
and Commissioner Nyquist clarified that the benchmark was that the chambers would 
contact 100 small businesses per month and that the goal was that at least half of them 
would engage in the process. 

14. New Business: Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director, 
explained that they needed to schedule a public hearing regarding an application for a 
plan amendment to expand an existing quarry (Northrock) near Lyons. He stated that 
they needed to secure a date and location for the hearing and that the Commissioners 
Board Room likely would not be large enough for social distancing requirements. After 
discussion on the matter, the Board determined to set the date for Wednesday, August 
26, 2020 and the hearing would either be held at the Fair and Expo Center, or, a venue 
in Lyons. Mr. Wheeldon stated that he would reach out to folks to at the City of Lyons 
to determine if they have a facility available and what their capacity would be for social 
distancing. 

15. Announcements: There were no announcements. 

16. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): There was no one present 
from the public wishing to use this forum. 

Commissioner Nyquist thanked Mr. Wyatt for all his years of service to Linn County and 
stated that it had been a hell of a ride. Commissioner Tucker stated that, after the 
Board meeting was adjourned, all three Commissioners' would be outside together on 
the East end of the Courthouse with Mr. Wyatt to look at the site for the possible 
courthouse expansion for the Justice Center. 

17. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board of 
Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, August 4, 2020. 

Recorder 
For Board of Commissioners 
Heather Gravelle 

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Date __ 8_~_Lf_"_1.b_20 ____ _ 
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