
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

MAY 12, 2020 

The Linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled meeting on 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indicated below were: Jim Yon, linn 
County Sheriff; Micah Smith, linn County lieutenant Support Division, Linn County 
Sheriff's Office; Robert Wheeldon, linn County Planning and Building Director; Russ 
Williams, linn County General Services and Property Management Director; Rachel 
Adamec, Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn County General Services; Torri 
Lynn, Linn County Juvenile Department Director; Todd Noble, linn County Health 
Services Administrator; Representative Sherrie Sprenger; Kerry Johnson; Mellissa 
Barnard; Rebecca Grizzle; Chris Cooper and Alex Paul, Reporter for the Democrat-
Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Vice-Chairman lindsey called the meeting to order. The flag salute 
and roll call followed. Commissioners John K. lindsey, Vice-Chairman and Will Tucker 
were present, as well as, Ralph Wyatt, linn County Administrative Officer and Heather 
Gravelle, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners. Roger Nyquist, Chairman, was on a 
conference call with the Oregon Health Authority (aHA). 

Commissioner Tucker noted that Commissioner Nyquist was in the building but was on a 
conference call with aHA. Commissioner lindsey indicated that were reserving the 
privilege for Commissioner Nyquist to sign any documents that they may approve in his 
absence. 

4. Approval of Agenda. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the agenda. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

5. Approval of the May 5,2020 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. 
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Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve the May 5, 2020 Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. The vote was called. 
The motion passed. 

6. Sheriff's Office - Micah Smith, Linn County Lieutenant Support Division, Linn County 
Sheriff's Office. 

Lieutenant Smith provided the Board with an overview of Resolution & Order 2020-145. 

A. Resolution & Order 2020-145 amending a classification for Purchase/Fleet Manager 
(DSA-Range 17). 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2020-145. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

7. Reports of Staff and Committees: 

A. Planning Update - Robert Wheeldon, Linn County Planning and Building Director. 

Mr. Wheeldon provided the Board with an update for the month of April, 2020. The 
update is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff File. Mr. 
Wheeldon shared the following information: the number of single-family dwelling 
permits issued in April was down slightly from March but exceeds the number issued 
this time last year; Contract City permit activity continues to lag slightly behind last fiscal 
year; overall department revenue is ahead of last year, primarily due to industrial permit 
activity early in the year and residential permit activity later in the year; the department 
is on track to meet or exceed its budgeted revenue for the fiscal year and total revenue 
will exceed actual expenditures at the year end. 

Mr. Wheeldon stated that the Planning Commission was scheduled to meet on 
Thursday, May 12, 2020 to conduct land use hearings on two conditional use permit 
applications by Scio Organics; one is to process marijuana and the other is to process 
hemp. Brief discussion followed. Commissioner Lindsey asked Mr. Wheeldon if he had 
any complaints from customers regarding not doing inspections inside of homes and Mr. 
Wheeldon responded no, he had not heard any complaints and that people actually 
seem relieved. Mr. Wheeldon added that he had left it up to the individual inspector to 
make that call; if they were uncomfortable going inside of someone's home, they did 
not have to do the inspection as it could be done at a later date. 
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Commissioner Lindsey mentioned that the violation list Mr. Wheeldon had distributed 
to the Board had deceased folks on it and it need to be updated. Mr. Wheeldon 
responded that he would have them removed. The Board thanked him for his work and 
the update. 

8. General Services - Russ Williams, Linn County General Services and Property 
Management Director. (Rachel Adamec, Office Specialist/Property Management, Linn 
County General Services, presented the sealed bids to the Board). 

A. Sealed Bid Opening - Lyons Mill Site - Account Nos. 4495, 5484, 5492 & 926346. 

Ms. Adamec provided the Board with background information regarding the property 
and explained that they had received two bids; the real market value was $1,177,370, a 
real estate appraisal was completed in April, 2020 and the "as is" value was deemed 
$1,355,000 and there was no minimum bid required. She then proceeded to open the 
bids as follows: 

1. Chris Cooper, Cooper Wagner LLC. - $200,000. 

A letter was submitted to the Board with the bid and Ms. Adamec read it aloud for the 
record. Copies of the bid and the letter are on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in 
the Commissioners' Staff File. 

2. Sierra Cascade Forest Products - $525,000. 

A letter was submitted to the Board with the bid and Ms. Adamec read it aloud for the 
record. Copies of the bid and the letter are on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in 
the Commissioners' Staff File. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to accept the bid for $525,000 for Account Nos. 4495, 5484, 5492 & 926346 and 
approved to sell the property to Sierra Cascade Forest Products. 

Commissioner Tucker thanked Mr. Cooper for his bid and stated the he was a great 
entrepreneur and had done a lot for Linn County and he appreciated it. He added that 
he knew that Mr. Cooper would like to expand his business and Commissioner Lindsey 
commented that the County had other mill sites he could bid on. 

The vote was called. The motion passed. 
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9. Juvenile Department - Torri Lynn, Linn County Juvenile Department Director. 

Mr. Lynn provided the Board with details regarding Resolution & Order 2020-144. 

A. Resolution & Order 2020-144 approving an Amendment No. 1 to an 
Intergovernmental Agreement for the Linn County Juvenile Work Program between the 
USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Region and Linn County Juvenile Department 
and delegating authority to execute originals. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution & Order 2020-144. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

10. Health Department - Todd Noble, Linn County Health Services Administrator. 

Mr. Noble provided the Board with background information regarding Resolution 2020-
142. 

A. Resolution 2020-142 adopting a new classification for Health Promotion Program 
Supervisor (Management/Exempt-Range 18). 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to approve Resolution 2020-142. The vote was called. The motion passed. 

11. Correspondence: Commissioner Tucker noted that the Board had sent Linn County's 
revised re-opening plan to the Governor's Office on Friday, May 8, 2020. A copy of the 
plan is on file in the Linn County Clerk's Office in the Commissioners' Staff File. 

12. Special Orders: 

A. Personnel Action Forms were read into the record for: Matthew Bullis, Stephanie 
Denny, Virginia Diaz and Laurel Williams (Developmental Disabilities); Todd Noble 
(Health Services Administration); Laura Bean and Rebecca Hall (Mental Health); Rachel 
Petersen (Public Health) and Walter Bush (Road Department). 

Commissioner Tucker mentioned Mr. Noble's special salary adjustment and stated that 
the Board was very impressed with him during the COVID-19 crisis. Mr. Noble had 
adjusted, responded, modified and helped to direct the doctors and the teams and he 
had coordinated the testing of National Frozen Foods employees as well. He stated that 
the Boards' thank you was heartfelt and that they appreciated Mr. Noble greatly. 
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Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the motion 
to accept the Personnel Action Forms as read into the record. The vote was called. 
The motion passed. 

13. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 

A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars and Commissioner 
Lindsey noted that Commissioners' Tucker and Nyquist would both potentially be 
present for the Community Services Consortium (CSC) Full Board meeting on Monday, 
May 18, 2020. 

14. New Business: There was no new business to come before the Board. 

15. Announcements: 

A. The 4-H and Extension Service District 2020-2021 Budget Hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, May 26, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. at the linn County Courthouse in the 
Commissioners' Board Meeting Room 200. 

B. The Linn County 2020-2021 Budget Hearings will begin at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
26, 2020 through Thursday, May 28, 2020 at the linn County Fair and Expo Center, 
3700 Knox Butte Road, Albany. 

16. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): There was no one present 
from the public wishing to use this forum. 

17. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board 
of Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 10:01 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, May 19, 2020. 

< 1 Recorder 
For Board of Commissioners 
Heather Gravelle 

LINN COUNTY~ D Or COMMISSIONERS 

--William C. Tucker, Commissioner 

Date 5· 19· ~020 
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