
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TUESDAY MEETING 
LINN COUNTY COURTHOUSE - ROOM 200 

OCTOBER 6, 2020 

The Linn County Board of Commissioners met for the regularly scheduled 
meeting on Tuesday, October 6, 2020. 

Those present at various times for the matters as indicated below were: Michelle 
Hawkins, Linn County Treasurer; Rebecca Grizzle, Executive Director, Lebanon 
Chamber of Commerce; Representative Sherrie Sprenger and Alex Paul, Reporter for 
Democrat-Herald. 

1, 2, 3. At 9:30 a.m. Chairman Nyquist called the meeting to order. The flag salute and 
roll call followed . Commissioners Roger Nyquist, Chairman; John K. Lindsey, Vice
Chairman and Will Tucker were present, as well as, Darrin L. Lane, Linn County 
Administrative Officer and Heather Gravelle, Recorder for the Board of Commissioners. 

4. Approval of Agenda. 

Commissioner Nyquist stated that he was adding an item to the agenda under New 
Business: Update on Santiam Canyon wildfire. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to approve the agenda as revised. The vote was called. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

5. Approval of the September 25, 2020 and September 29, 2020 Commissioners' 
Meeting Minutes. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to approve the September 25, 2020 and September 29, 2020 
Commissioners' Meeting Minutes. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

6. Reports of Staff and Committees: There were no reports of staff and committees. 
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7. Correspondence: There was no correspondence to come before the Board. 

8. Treasurer's Office - Michelle Hawkins, Linn County Treasurer. 

A. Order 2020-309 accepting an expenditure of certain grant within the General Fund, 
$62,405 

Ms. Hawkins provided the Board with an overview of Order 2020-309. Brief discussion 
followed. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to approve Order 2020-309. The vote was called. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

9. Special Orders: 

A. Personnel Action Forms were read into the record for: Emily Mendenhall 
(Developmental Disabilities); Michelle Markson and Michael Preston (General 
Services); Holly Simpson (Juvenile); Jaime Dickey (Juvenile Detention); Brandi Weaver 
(Mental Health); Manuel Andrade, Kamron Bratlie, Katherine Cozby, Charles Rulien, 
Rebecca Szuch and Carson Trimble (Parks & Recreation); James Alexander (Planning 
& Building); Andrew Clinton, Kevin Hamilton and Colby Seiber (Road Department). 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to accept the Personnel Action Forms as read into the record. The vote 
was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

B. Resolution & Order 2020-296 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Good Shepherd Lutheran School & Childcare. 

Action Taken Below. 

C. Resolution & Order 2020-297 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Clutch Time Hoops. 

Action Taken Below. 

D. Resolution & Order 2020-298 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Central Linn Cobra Booster Club. 

Action Taken Below. 

E. Resolution & Order 2020-299 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and The Boys and Girls Club of Albany. 

Action Taken Below. 
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F. Resolution & Order 2020-300 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and City of Albany Parks and Recreation. 

Action Taken Below. 

G. Resolution & Order 2020-301 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and City of Albany Parks and Recreation. 

Action Taken Below. 

H. Resolution & Order 2020-302 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and The Boys and Girls Club of the Greater Santiam. 

Action Taken Below. 

I. Resolution & Order 2020-303 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Sweet Home Swim Club. 

Action Taken Below. 

J. Resolution & Order 2020-304 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Oregon State University -TAG. 

Action Taken Below. 

K. Resolution & Order 2020-305 approving a Youth Activity Grant Agreement between 
Linn County and Lebanon Aquatic District. 

Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to approve Resolution & Orders 2020-296, 297, 298, 299, 300, 301, 302, 
303, 304 and 305. The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Nyquist commented that there were some who had applied for the grant 
that did not get funded. He explained that was the result of the Board allocating funds 
to the Santiam Canyon School District due to the wildfires devastating the area. 

L. Resolution & Order 2020-311 approving an Emergency Declaration for Beachie 
Creek Fire related to the cleanup of hazardous waste. 

Commissioner Nyquist noted that the Resolution & Order was done, in large part, at the 
request of the Governor's Office to expedite the cleanup of debris on properties that 
were burned down in the Santiam Canyon. Commissioner Tucker added that the 
Resolution & Order was signed by Commissioner Nyquist on Thursday, October 1, 2020 
and the Board was ratifying it today. 
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Action - Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Lindsey seconded the 
motion to approve Resolution & Order 2020-311. The vote was called. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

10. Unfinished Business and General Orders: 

A. Calendar Update: The Commissioners updated their calendars and Commissioner 
Tucker noted that the Board would all be present at the joint meeting with the Marion 
County Board of Commissioners on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 11 :00 a.m. in 
Salem. Commissioner Nyquist added that all three Commissioners would continue to 
cross paths as it related to the wildfires, the cleanup process and the impacts. 

11. New Business: 

A. Santiam Canyon Wildfire Update (This item was added during the Board meeting) . 

Commissioner Nyquist provided the Board with a Santiam Canyon wildfire update. He 
shared that there were many issues, one of which was the mechanics of how 
government worked in a crisis. Commissioner Nyquist commented that the process for 
getting assistance from FEMA could be challenging and difficult and was causing 
uncertainty and angst for the community. Commissioner Nyquist noted that there were 
some issues that the Board could resolve today including the cleanup process; Linn 
County made the request to the State and the State has made the request to FEMA. 
He added that another item that was required was consent for right of entry from the 
property owners. 

Commissioner Nyquist explained that property owners had questions regarding the 
rebuilding process; there was speculation that homeowners would face a new level of 
scrutiny when they started to rebuild. He stated that it was in the resident's best interest 
and the County's best interest to consider immediately issuing building permits, at no 
charge, to property owners who had their structures damaged or destroyed. 
Commissioner Nyquist added that, in exchange for the issuing of the building permits, 
the property owners would expedite the right of entry forms for the State and Federal 
government to come in to do the cleanup. 

Commissioner Tucker commented that getting the hazardous cleanup completed 
quickly was critically important so the runoff would not affect the water quality of the 
river, the streams and fish and wildlife that live in that area. He added that he supported 
allowing folks to rebuild with the same footprint as their structure was before the fires. 
Commissioner Lindsey concurred and stated that this was the quickest way to bring 
certainty to the community; it was in the public's best interest countywide and he 
supported it wholeheartedly. Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Nyquist asked if it was the consensus of the Board to direct staff to 
prepare a document to implement the plan to provide free building permits for the 
victims of the wildfires. 
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The Board concurred and Commissioner Nyquist indicated that he would contact 
Oregon Emergency Management (OEM) to determine if the October 16, 2020 deadline 
to receive the right of entry forms could be extended to allow for more time to prepare. 
Commissioner Nyquist stated that he would work with Robert Wheeldon, Linn County 
Planning and Building Department Director, as well as, the County Attorney's Office on 
developing the forms. Discussion followed. 

Action - Commissioner Lindsey moved and Commissioner Tucker seconded the 
motion to direct staff to prepare the necessary documents to implement the plan 
to provide free building permits for the victims of the Santiam Canyon wildfires. 
The vote was called. The motion passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Nyquist reiterated that he would work with Mr. Wheeldon and the County 
Attorney's Office on the matter. 

Commissioner Nyquist then called upon Ms. Hawkins for an update on monetary 
donations received for wildfire victims. Ms. Hawkins responded that, as of today, they 
had received just under $105,000 in donations and gifts and out of that amount they had 
given out $19,000 in $1,000 increments. She added that they had received $32,000 in 
gift cards and that the majority of those were now with the City of Mill City who was 
distributing them to folks. Ms. Hawkins further shared that the county had reserved 
some of the funds for Christmas time to ensure that affected children received presents. 
Discussion followed. 

Commissioner Nyquist commended Ms. Hawkins for her all her work and effort on the 
matter and stated that it was very appreciated. He added that he would also like to 
thank Steve Barnett, GIS Manager, for his assistance as well. He noted that Mr. Barnett 
was a "jack of all trades" and he had been extremely helpful. Commissioner Nyquist 
then thanked the citizens of Linn County who had been generous with donating cash 
contributions, gift cards and food, clothing and volunteer time. 

12. Announcements: There were no announcements. 

13. Business from the Public (3 minute limit per speaker): There was no one present 
from the public wishing to use this forum. 

14. Adjournment. There being no other business to come before the Board; the Board 
of Commissioners meeting was adjourned at 10:10 a.m. by unanimous consent. 
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The next regular public meeting of the Board of Commissioners is scheduled for 9:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, October 13, 2020. 

.Recorder 
For Board of Commissioners 
Heather Gravelle 

LINN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Jo n K. Lindsey, ommissioner 

llham C. Tucker, Comm1ss1oner 

Date 10 -lo-~2JQ 
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