
333-061-0225 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS APPLYING TO WATER SYSTEMS

(1) Every water supplier shall employ, contract with or otherwise utilize an operator
designated to supervise the water system, to be in direct responsible charge of the
water system, and to be available during those periods of time when treatment
process and operational decisions that affect public health are made.

(2) The operator(s) described in (1) above, shall be certified at a grade equal to or
greater than the classification of that water system.

(3) Water systems will be classified according to the size and complexity of the water
system or water treatment plants to determine the classification type and grade
required for the operator. (See 333-061-0250).

(4) The owner of a water system subject to these rules shall report to the Department
the name(s) of the operator(s) which they have designated to be in direct
responsible charge of the system and shall notify the Department within 30 days of
any change of operator.

(5) The water supplier may employ, contract with, or utilize other operators as needed
on-site in addition to those required under (1) and (2) above. The water supplier
must establish a written protocol for each of these other operators that:
(a) describes the operational decisions the operator is allowed to make;
(b) describes the conditions under which the operator must consult with the

certified operator in direct responsible charge, and when and how contact is
made;

(c) takes into account the certification level of the operator; their knowledge,
skills, and abilities, and the range of expected operating conditions of the
water system, and

(d) is signed and dated by the operator in direct responsible charge and the other
operator and is available for inspection by the Department.

333-061-0228 CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL GROUNDWATER
SYSTEM OPERATORS

(1) An applicant for initial certification as an operator of a small groundwater system
must meet one of the following requirements:
(a) Documentation of a high school diploma or Department approved equivalent;

and completion of Department approved training on small groundwater
system operation and water treatment processes, as applicable, and a passing
score on a post training Department approved exam; or

(b) Passing a Department approved written examination covering basic small
groundwater system operation and water treatment if appropriate; or

(c) Grandparenting as prescribed in section (4) below.
(2) A small groundwater system operator certificate shall expire on July 31st of every

third year, except as provided in (4). Every certificate, except those issued under
(1)(c), shall be renewed upon satisfactory evidence presented to the Department that



the operator has completed 6 hours of Department approved continuing education
since the issuance date of the last certificate.

(3) The certificate of any small groundwater system operator who fails to renew and
provide proof of the required continuing education shall expire and the operator shall
not be in responsible charge of any small groundwater system.

(4) A person in responsible charge of a small groundwater system as of July 31, 2001, is
eligible for certification as a small groundwater system operator for that water system
by grandparenting under the following conditions:
(a) The person must have at least six months of experience at the system making

the request;
(b) A system owner must request that a person or persons be grandparented for

their system; and
(c) The system must be in substantial compliance with monitoring and reporting

during the six months experience and up to and including the date of the
grandparenting request.

(d) More than one person can be grandparented for a single system, or a person
may be grandparented as an operator for more than one system only when
those systems are under the same management but each must meet all of the
criteria in sub-sections (4)(a),(b), and(c) of this rule.

(e) A grandparented small groundwater system operator certificate is valid only at
the specific water system for a period of 3 years, is not transferable and is not
renewable.

(f) The Department will only issue certificates under grandparenting provisions
until July 31, 2002.

(g) If the classification of the water system changes, the grandparented certificate
is no longer valid and the owner and operator shall comply with OAR 333-
061-0225(2)

(5) Small groundwater system operators are exempt from 333-061-0245


