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EXPUNCTION of JUVENILE RECORD(S)

In Linn County, you are required to pay all fees, fines and restitution in full 

before you can apply for expunction of your juvenile record.
The term expunction means the “removal or destruction of a judgment or order relating to contact and all records and references” ORS 419A.260. Expunction of your juvenile record(s) is not automatic; the person who is the subject of such record(s) may complete an application for expunction in the county of most recent jurisdiction and termination.

In Linn County, the expunction application approval process includes communication with other law enforcements agencies and the Linn County District Attorney. Also, any associated victim(s) may be notified of your pending application for expunction. The court will send you a copy of the signed expunction order if approved, so it is imperative that you keep your mailing address updated with the Linn County Circuit Court. 

The entire expunction process can take 60-90 days.

If the court approves your application for expunction, other juvenile and/or police agencies and our department are then required to destroy or seal your juvenile record(s). If any person or agency asks about your record after expunction, we will tell them that no such record exists. 

If you are 18 years of age or older and were never found to be within the jurisdiction of the court (EG: your case was handled on an “informal” basis by the juvenile department and the court was never involved), or expunction of your record is in the best interests of both yourself and the public, the court may approve expunction of the record(s) in question.

Most records may be expunged after five (5) years following termination of the Juvenile Department’s legal involvement if;

· As an adult, the person has not been convicted of a new crime

· There are no legal proceedings pending in juvenile OR adult court;

· The person is not within the jurisdiction of any juvenile court, and;

· There is no pending investigation by any law enforcement agency.

There are some records that cannot be expunged, see Oregon Statute 419A.260 for further information.

How do I apply for expunction of my juvenile record(s)?

We can provide you with an application for expunction that you will need to complete in its entirety and submit in person here at the Linn County Juvenile Department. Please be prepared to present current State issued I.D. so that we may locate your case information. We will also confirm with the courts if you owe any fines or fees that may need to be paid before the process can move forward.

What happens to my completed application for expunction?

We will review your juvenile record and perform a background check, communicate with local law enforcement agencies, and your application will be reviewed by our Agency Director. Then your application will be sent to our District Attorney for review. If the District Attorney agrees that you qualify and has no objection, then the court may grant your application, which would result in an order of expunction signed by a Circuit Court Judge. If approved, the court will send to you a copy of your expunction order and a list of the agencies that have complied with the order of expunction. Once you receive that order, you are legally permitted to say the juvenile record never existed and the contact never occurred. If your application is denied by the Juvenile Department, we will mail you a letter and a copy of your original application with the reason for denial. If you have further questions, we are available during normal business hours Monday-Friday. 
We cannot give you legal advice. If you need legal advice we recommend that you contact an attorney.
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